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Caribbean-American Political Action Committee (C-PAC) 

District of Columbia – 2020 Candidate Questionnaire 

 
Please return the completed form via email to cpac.dmv@gmail.com by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, March 

5, 2020.  Responses will be shared with C-PAC’s membership. 

 

Office Sought: DC Council, Ward 8 Representative 

Candidate’s Name: Nate Derenge  

Current Occupation: Analyst 

Party: Republican 

Campaign contact information (Address, Phone, Fax, Email, Website): nateward8.com 

****************************************************************************** 

1. Please explain your plan or approach to improve agency responsiveness and the accessibility 

of services and staff to the District’s residents.  What specific actions will you take to improve 

the wellbeing of your constituents? 

As Ward 8 Representative, I will have 4 employees on my staff to ensure constituents are 

assisted with all of their government services. My specific actions include: having all 

constituent affairs be resolved in less than one month, if issues can be resolved in that period 

of time; increase access to recreation centers; encourage programs for kids after school.  

2. During recent legislative sessions, the D.C. Council advanced B23-0201, a bill to establish a 

District of Columbia Office of Caribbean Affairs (OCA), which is a long-standing priority of 

the Caribbean-American Community.  Please explain your position on this legislation and 

whether you will support efforts to staff and fund the proposed office?  

 

OCA would join at least 3 other ethnic identity groups with departments in local government. 

During the February oversight hearing that occurred for the Mayor’s offices of ethnic identity 

groups, I was appalled that the Latin Affairs director didn’t know the status of any ESL 

programs. I would take the funding CM Todd wanted to give their office and send it to a 

Caribbean Affairs office. 

 

3. What initiatives did you lead or support that impact Washington, D.C.’s Caribbean-American community?  

I support a local charity/ministry in my neighborhood called The Dream Center, which took an abandon building 

and made it wonderful place for kids to find mentors and adults to access resources for employment and other 

important things. 

4. Are you familiar with the status and impact of Caribbean-American owned businesses in your 

community and throughout Washington, D.C.? How will you support the viability and 

competitiveness of the City’s small, minority, veteran, women, and especially Caribbean-
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owned businesses?  In addition, how will you improve procurement and contract opportunities 

for these businesses? 

I’m assuming Caribbean Citations is owned by someone from the Caribbean, and I’ve 

occasionally patroned there before they moved to the food truck. I would support small 

businesses by introducing business-friendly legislation which will make it easier to start and 

operate a venture in the District.  

5. There are increased concerns regarding violence – especially gun violence – in many parts of 

the District.  What are your proposals to address and stem violence with 21st century tools and 

policies? 

Violence is symptom of other problems-lack of unemployment, broken families, irreverence for 

God and disrespect of neighbors. Governance that doesn’t impede business success is 

important for creating jobs and hope, dignity, and opportunity that come with it. On the social 

issues, I can start by not stifling the marriage research that the current committee chair on the 

Fatherhood commission avoids. Stronger families with married parents are instrumental for 

better outcomes in school and the workplace; which keeps people farther away from being 

violent with a gun. 

6. How do you propose increasing access to safe, quality, affordable mental and physical health 

care and services throughout the District of Columbia? 

A good job with health benefits makes healthcare more affordable. Also of importance is 

individually responsibility with diet and exercise choices. SE DC needs a few more grocery 

stores to make healthy food more accessible. 

7. Unfortunately, the challenges and concerns facing immigrants are increasing at an alarming 

rate.  Do you support comprehensive immigration reform?  How do you propose addressing 

the challenges facing DREAMers, the administration’s suspension of temporary protective 

status for many D.C. residents, and the constant threats facing sanctuary cities? 

The undocumented immigrants who have committed violent crimes against DC residents need to be deported by 

ICE. My #1 priority is to make Ward 8 a safer place. My other priority is to increase employment, which is 

difficult when non-citizens are driving wages down and taking jobs that Ward 8 residents could have. The median 

income in Ward 8 is the lowest of all the wards, so certain types of immigration greatly affects the ability of SE 

residents to increase their incomes. 

I do not have a specific plan for DREAMers at the time of this writing. 

8. What concrete steps will you take to improve the District of Columbia’s Public School system 

– including facilities and equipment, teacher treatment, relationships with parents, as well as 

education standards and test scores in all wards of the City? 
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Public Schools (like Wilson) need to have soap in the bathrooms. Parents should also have the ability to choose the 

right school or program that will be the best suited for their child. 

9. In Washington, D.C., many seniors seek to age in their homes and/or communities.  What 

efforts will you take to improve service accessibility, support for families, and the quality of 

programs offered to the City’s senior citizens? 

I would like to see the continued improvements in economic growth and safety, which will 

increase the quality of life for senior citizens. DC already has hundred of opportunities to enjoy 

life at any stage: great parks, free concerts, nice restaurants, fine art; with continued economic 

growth in formerly depressed areas, safe and recreationally-rich living will continue to spread. 

10. What priority issues inspired your candidacy for political office? 

Ideological Diversity. Republicans in Ward 8 didn’t have a candidate on the DC Council ballot 4 years ago, and 

conservative thoughts need to be present in the marketplace of ideas in DC politics. 


